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Welcome to St. Michael’s Episcopal Church! 

We are an open, affirming and inclusive parish, worshipping in the Episcopal 
tradition. No matter where you’re from, or what you believe, you are welcome to 

gather with us, sing with us, pray with us, learn with us, and receive communion with us. We do 
our best to make our customs accessible to all people, but if anything feels confusing to you, feel 
free to ask someone for help, or simply sit and observe. 

Welcome, Visitors! Tell us about yourself. 

If you are visiting today, we invite you to sign the Guest Book. We would love to get to know 
each other! And if you’re seeking baptism, confirmation, or simply a community of healing and 
hope to belong to, we would be delighted to join you on your journey. 

Online Giving now available. 

If you wish to donate to St. Michael’s, either to the church or the 
Necessity Pantry, scan the QR code, or visit stmichaelschurch.org/give. 
While there, you can arrange recurring payments for automated giving. 

  

Service Notes 

* Denotes moments when the congregation is invited to stand (as able) 

“Hymnal” refers to the blue Hymnal 1982 located throughout the Nave. Copyright information 
for songs from all other sources is printed in this bulletin. 

Scriptures are quoted from the NRSV Bible, unless otherwise indicated. 

Music Copyrights 

Sanctus. Setting: David Hurd from New Plainsong © 1981 GIA Publications, Inc. Reprinted under 
License 603831.  
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Liturgy of the Palms 

Celebrant Blessed is the King who comes in the name of the Lord. 
People Peace in heaven and glory in the highest. 
Celebrant Let us pray. Assist us mercifully with your help, O Lord God of our 

salvation, that we may enter with joy upon the contemplation of those 
mighty acts, whereby you have given us life and immortality; through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. 

The Triumphal Entry John 12:12-16 

The next day the great crowd that had come to the festival heard that Jesus was coming 
to Jerusalem. So they took branches of palm trees and went out to meet him, shouting, 
“Hosanna! Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord— the King of Israel!” 
Jesus found a young donkey and sat on it; as it is written: “Do not be afraid, daughter of 
Zion. Look, your king is coming, sitting on a donkey’s colt!” His disciples did not 
understand these things at first; but when Jesus was glorified, then they remembered 
that these things had been written of him and had been done to him. 

The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.  

Celebrant The Lord be with you. 
People And also with you. 
Celebrant Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People It is right to give God thanks and praise. 

Celebrant: It is right to praise you, Almighty God, for the acts of love by which you have 
redeemed us through your Son Jesus Christ our Lord. On this day he entered the holy 
city of Jerusalem in triumph, and was proclaimed as King of kings by those who spread 
their garments and branches of palm along his way. Let these branches be for us signs of 
his victory, and grant that we who bear them in his name may ever hail him as our King, 
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and follow him in the way that leads to eternal life; who lives and reigns in glory with 
you and the Holy Spirit, now and for ever. Amen. 

Celebrant Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
People Hosanna in the highest!  
Celebrant Let us go forth in peace. 
People In the name of Christ, Amen. 

Processional Hymn “All Glory, Laud and Honor”          Hymnal #154 
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Psalm 118:19-29 

Open for me the gates of righteousness; * 
I will enter them; I will offer thanks to the Lord. 

“This is the gate of the Lord; * 
he who is righteous may enter.” 

I will give thanks to you, for you answered me * 
and have become my salvation. 

The same stone which the builders rejected * 
has become the chief cornerstone. 

This is the Lord’s doing, * 
and it is marvelous in our eyes. 

On this day the Lord has acted; * 
we will rejoice and be glad in it. 

Hosannah, Lord, hosannah! * 
Lord, send us now success. 

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord; * 
we bless you from the house of the Lord. 

God is the Lord; he has shined upon us; * 
form a procession with branches up to the horns of the altar. 

“You are my God, and I will thank you; * 
you are my God, and I will exalt you.” 

Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good; * 
his mercy endures for ever. 

* The Collect Liturgy of the Palms 

Almighty God, whose most dear Son went not up to joy but first he suffered pain, and 
entered not into glory before he was crucified: Mercifully grant that we, walking in the 
way of the cross, may find it none other than the way of life and peace; through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. Amen.  
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Liturgy of the Word 

* Collect of the Day Palm Sunday 

Celebrant The Lord be with you. 
People And also with you. 

Celebrant Let us pray. 

Almighty and everliving God, in your tender love for the human race you sent your Son 
our Savior Jesus Christ to take upon him our nature, and to suffer death upon the cross, 
giving us the example of his great humility: Mercifully grant that we may walk in the 
way of his suffering, and also share in his resurrection; through Jesus Christ our Lord, 
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 

First Lesson Isaiah 50:4-9a 

The Lord GOD has given me the tongue of a teacher, that I may know how to sustain 
the weary with a word. Morning by morning he wakens—wakens my ear to listen as 
those who are taught. The Lord GOD has opened my ear, and I was not rebellious, I did 
not turn backward. I gave my back to those who struck me, and my cheeks to those who 
pulled out the beard; I did not hide my face from insult and spitting.  

The Lord GOD helps me; therefore I have not been disgraced; therefore I have set my 
face like flint, and I know that I shall not be put to shame; he who vindicates me is near. 
Who will contend with me? Let us stand up together. Who are my adversaries? Let them 
confront me. It is the Lord GOD who helps me; who will declare me guilty? 

The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.  
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Psalm 31:9-16 

Have mercy on me, O LORD, for I am in trouble; * 
my eye is consumed with sorrow, and also my throat and my belly. 

For my life is wasted with grief, and my years with sighing; * 
my strength fails me because of affliction, and my bones are consumed. 

I have become a reproach to all my enemies and even to my neighbors,  
a dismay to those of my acquaintance; * 
when they see me in the street they avoid me. 

I am forgotten like a dead man, out of mind; * 
I am as useless as a broken pot. 

For I have heard the whispering of the crowd; fear is all around; * 
they put their heads together against me; they plot to take my life. 

But as for me, I have trusted in you, O LORD. * 
I have said, "You are my God. 

My times are in your hand; * 
rescue me from the hand of my enemies, and from those who persecute me. 

Make your face to shine upon your servant, * 
and in your loving-kindness save me. 

Second Lesson Philippians 2:5-11 

Let the same mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus, who, though he was in the form of 
God, did not regard equality with God as something to be exploited, but emptied 
himself, taking the form of a slave, being born in human likeness. And being found in 
human form, he humbled himself and became obedient to the point of death—even 
death on a cross.  

Therefore God also highly exalted him and gave him the name that is above every name, 
so that at the name of Jesus every knee should bend, in heaven and on earth and under 
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the earth, and every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God 
the Father. 

The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.  

* Sequence “And now, O Father”          Hymnal #337 

* Holy Gospel Mark 15:1-39 (formatted for dramatic reading) 

Cast (in order of appearance):  
Narrator, Pilate, Jesus, Crowd, Soldier, Bystander, Chief Priest 

Narrator: As soon as it was morning, the chief priests held a consultation with the 
elders and scribes and the whole council. They bound Jesus, led him away, and handed 
him over to Pilate.  

Pilate: Are you the King of the Jews? 

Jesus: You say so.  

Narrator: Then the chief priests accused him of many things. 

Pilate: Have you no answer? See how many charges they bring against you. 

Narrator: But Jesus made no further reply, so that Pilate was amazed. Now at the 
festival he used to release a prisoner for them, anyone for whom they asked. Now a man 
called Barabbas was in prison with the rebels who had committed murder during the 
insurrection. So the crowd came and began to ask Pilate to do for them according to his 
custom.  

Pilate: Do you want me to release for you the King of the Jews? 

Narrator: Pilate realized that it was out of jealousy that the chief priests had handed him 
over. But the chief priests stirred up the crowd to have him release Barabbas for them 
instead.  
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Pilate: Then what do you wish me to do with the man you call the King of the Jews? 

Crowd: Crucify him! 

Pilate: Why, what evil has he done? 

Crowd: Crucify him! 

Narrator: So Pilate, wishing to satisfy the crowd, released Barabbas for them; and after 
flogging Jesus, he handed him over to be crucified. Then the soldiers led him into the 
courtyard of the palace (that is, the governor’s headquarters); and they called together 
the whole cohort. And they clothed him in a purple cloak; and after twisting some 
thorns into a crown, they put it on him. And they began saluting him. 

Soldier: Hail, King of the Jews! 

Narrator: They struck his head with a reed, spat upon him, and knelt down in homage 
to him. After mocking him, they stripped him of the purple cloak and put his own 
clothes on him. Then they led him out to crucify him. They compelled a passer-by, who 
was coming in from the country, to carry his cross; it was Simon of Cyrene, the father of 
Alexander and Rufus. Then they brought Jesus to the place called Golgotha (which 
means the place of a skull). And they offered him wine mixed with myrrh; but he did 
not take it. And they crucified him, and divided his clothes among them, casting lots to 
decide what each should take. It was nine o’clock in the morning when they crucified 
him. The inscription of the charge against him read, “The King of the Jews.” And with 
him they crucified two bandits, one on his right and one on his left. Those who passed 
by derided him, shaking their heads. 

Bystander: Aha! You who would destroy the temple and build it in three days, save 
yourself, and come down from the cross! 

Narrator: In the same way the chief priests, along with the scribes, were also mocking 
him among themselves 
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Chief Priest: He saved others; he cannot save himself. Let the Messiah, the King of 
Israel, come down from the cross now, so that we may see and believe. 

Narrator: Those who were crucified with him also taunted him. When it was noon, 
darkness came over the whole land until three in the afternoon. At three o’clock Jesus 
cried out with a loud voice, 

Jesus: Eloi, Eloi, lema sabachthani? My God, my God, why have you forsaken me? 

Bystander: Listen, he is calling for Elijah.  

Narrator: And someone ran, filled a sponge with sour wine, put it on a stick, and gave it 
to him to drink. 

Bystander: Wait, let us see whether Elijah will come to take him down.  

Narrator: Then Jesus gave a loud cry and breathed his last. And the curtain of the 
temple was torn in two, from top to bottom. Now when the centurion, who stood facing 
him, saw that in this way he breathed his last, he said 

Soldier: Truly this man was God’s Son! 

Sermon  The Rev. Ryan Wiksell 

* Nicene Creed                          BCP p. 326 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that 
is, seen and unseen.  

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the 
Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, 
of one Being with the Father. Through him all things were made. For us and for our 
salvation he came down from heaven: by the power of the Holy Spirit he became 
incarnate from the Virgin Mary, and was made man.  
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For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. 
On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into 
heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge 
the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end.  

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father 
and the Son. With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. He has spoken 
through the Prophets.  

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. We acknowledge one baptism for 
the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world 
to come. Amen. 

* Prayers of the People Form III, BCP p. 387  

Intercessor: Father, we pray for your holy Church 
People: That we all may be one. 

Grant that every member of the Church may truly and humbly serve you. 
That your name may be glorified by all people. 

We pray for all bishops, priests and deacons. 
That they may be faithful ministers of your Word and Sacraments. 
We pray for all who govern and hold authority in the nations of the world; 
That there may be justice and peace on the earth. 

Give us grace to do your will in all that we undertake; 
That our works may find favor in your sight. 

Have compassion on those who suffer from any grief or trouble; 
That they may be delivered from their distress. 

Give to the departed eternal rest; 
Let light perpetual shine upon them. 
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We praise you for your saints who have entered into joy; 
May we also come to share in your heavenly kingdom. 

Let us pray for our own needs and those of others. [The people may add their petitions]  

Celebrant: Almighty God, by your Holy Spirit you have made us one with your saints in 
heaven and on earth: Grant that in our earthly pilgrimage we may always be supported 
by this fellowship of love and prayer, and know ourselves to be surrounded by their 
witness to your power and mercy. We ask this for the sake of Jesus Christ, in whom all 
our intercessions are acceptable through the Spirit, and who lives and reigns for ever 
and ever. Amen. 

* Confession & Absolution BCP p. 360  

Celebrant: Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor 

All: Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, word, 
and deed, by what we have done, and by what we have left undone. We have not loved 
you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We are truly 
sorry and we humbly repent. For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have mercy on us 
and forgive us; that we may delight in your will, and walk in your ways, to the glory of 
your Name. Amen. 

Celebrant: Almighty God have mercy on us, forgive us all our sins through our Lord 
Jesus Christ, strengthen us in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep us 
in eternal life. Amen. 

* The Peace 

Officiant The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
People And also with you. 
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Welcome & Announcements 

Holy Week Worship Schedule 

• Maundy Thursday: March 28, 6 pm 
 Guest Preacher Deacon Larry Allen 

• Good Friday: March 29, 6 pm 
• Easter Vigil: Saturday, March 30, 6 pm 

 Guest Musicians Aaron Mayfield (Piano) & Jimmie Bratcher (Vocals) 
• Easter Sunday: March 31, 10 am 

 Guest Musician Rachel Rilinger (Harp) 
 Easter Egg Hunt to follow! 

The Holy Communion 

Offertory “At the Name of Jesus”          Hymnal #435 

* The Presentation “Doxology”          Hymnal #43, v.4 

* The Great Thanksgiving  Eucharistic Prayer A 

Celebrant The Lord be with you.     “Sursum Corda” Hymnal S-120 
People And also with you. 
Celebrant Lift up your hearts. 
People We lift them to the Lord. 
Celebrant Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

Celebrant: It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks 
to you, Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth. 
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Through Jesus Christ our Lord. For our sins he was lifted high upon the cross, that he 
might draw the whole world to himself; and, by his suffering and death, he became the 
source of eternal salvation for all who put their trust in him. 

Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the 
company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name, 

* Sanctus              “Holy, Holy, Holy Lord”          Hurd

 

Celebrant: for yourself; and, when we had fallen into sin and become subject to evil and 
death, you, in your mercy, sent Jesus Christ, your only and eternal Son, to share our 
human nature, to live and die as one of us, to reconcile us to you, the God and Father of 
all. He stretched out his arms upon the cross, and offered himself in obedience to your 
will, a perfect sacrifice for the whole world. 

On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Lord Jesus Christ took 
bread; and when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and 
said, “Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of 
me.” 



15 

 

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, 
and said, “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed 
for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the 
remembrance of me.” 

Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith: 

All: Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 

Celebrant: We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in this sacrifice of 
praise and thanksgiving. Recalling his death, resurrection, and ascension, we offer you 
these gifts. Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body and Blood 
of your Son, the holy food and drink of new and unending life in him. Sanctify us also 
that we may faithfully receive this holy Sacrament, and serve you in unity, constancy, 
and peace; and at the last day bring us with all your saints into the joy of your eternal 
kingdom. 

All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ. By him, and with him, and in him, in the 
unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever. 

All: AMEN. 

* The Lord’s Prayer  BCP p. 364 

Celebrant: And now, as our Savior Christ hath taught us, we are bold to say, 
All: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name. Thy kingdom come, thy will 
be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our 
trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us, And lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever 
and ever. Amen. 
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The Breaking of the Bread   

Celebrant Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us; 

People Therefore let us keep the feast. 

Celebrant The Gifts of God for the people of God. Take them in remembrance that 
Christ died for you, and feed on him in your hearts by faith, with 
thanksgiving. 

Communion Hymn “What Wondrous Love is This”          Hymnal #439 

* Post-Communion Prayer & Blessing BCP p. 366 

Celebrant: Let us pray. 

All: Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as living members of 
your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, and you have fed us with spiritual food in the 
Sacrament of his Body and Blood. Send us now into the world in peace, and grant us 
strength and courage to love and serve you with gladness and singleness of heart; 
through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

* Closing Hymn “There is a Green Hill”          Hymnal #167 

* Dismissal  

Celebrant Let us go forth in the name of Christ. 
People Thanks be to God. 
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