
March 31, 2024 ∙ 10 am ∙ Holy Eucharist, Rite II 

 

 
 

 

www.stmichaelschurch.org  



2 

 

Welcome to St. Michael’s Episcopal Church! 

We are an open, affirming and inclusive parish, worshipping in the Episcopal 
tradition. No matter where you’re from, or what you believe, you are welcome to 

gather with us, sing with us, pray with us, learn with us, and receive communion with us. We do 
our best to make our customs accessible to all people, but if anything feels confusing to you, feel 
free to ask someone for help, or simply sit and observe. 

Welcome, Visitors! Tell us about yourself. 

If you are visiting today, we invite you to sign the Guest Book. We would love to get to know 
each other! And if you’re seeking baptism, confirmation, or simply a community of healing and 
hope to belong to, we would be delighted to join you on your journey. 

Online Giving now available. 

If you wish to donate to St. Michael’s, either to the church or the 
Necessity Pantry, scan the QR code, or visit stmichaelschurch.org/give. 
While there, you can arrange recurring payments for automated giving. 

  

Service Notes 

* Denotes moments when the congregation is invited to stand (as able) 

“Hymnal” refers to the blue Hymnal 1982 located throughout the Nave. Copyright information 
for songs from all other sources is printed in this bulletin. 

Scriptures are quoted from the NRSV Bible, unless otherwise indicated. 

Our Guest Musician: Guitarist Rick Cole 

Well-versed in Jazz, Reggae, and Gospel guitar, Ricky Cole is one of the hardest working musicians in 
Kansas City. We are thrilled to have him here at St. Michael’s, sharing his talents and his faith with us!  
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Liturgy of the Word 

Prelude “Sing the Wondrous Love of Jesus”          Rick Cole, Guitarist 

* Processional Hymn “Jesus Christ is Risen Today”          Hymnal 1982 #207 

* Opening Sentence  Book of Common Prayer (BCP) p. 355 

 

* Gloria “Glory to God”          Hymnal #S-280 
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* Collect of the Day Easter Sunday 

Celebrant The Lord be with you. 
People And also with you. 

Celebrant Let us pray. 

Almighty God, who through your only-begotten Son Jesus Christ overcame death and 
opened to us the gate of everlasting life: Grant that we, who celebrate with joy the day of 
the Lord's resurrection, may be raised from the death of sin by your life-giving Spirit; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, now and for ever. Amen. 

First Lesson Genesis 1:1 – 2:4a 

In the beginning when God created the heavens and the earth, the earth was a formless void and 
darkness covered the face of the deep, while a wind from God swept over the face of the waters. 
Then God said, "Let there be light"; and there was light. And God saw that the light was good; 
and God separated the light from the darkness. God called the light Day, and the darkness he 
called Night. And there was evening and there was morning, the first day. 

And God said, "Let there be a dome in the midst of the waters, and let it separate the waters 
from the waters." So God made the dome and separated the waters that were under the dome 
from the waters that were above the dome. And it was so. God called the dome Sky. And there 
was evening and there was morning, the second day. 

And God said, "Let the waters under the sky be gathered together into one place, and let the dry 
land appear." And it was so. God called the dry land Earth, and the waters that were gathered 
together he called Seas. And God saw that it was good. Then God said, "Let the earth put forth 
vegetation: plants yielding seed, and fruit trees of every kind on earth that bear fruit with the 
seed in it." And it was so. The earth brought forth vegetation: plants yielding seed of every kind, 
and trees of every kind bearing fruit with the seed in it. And God saw that it was good. And 
there was evening and there was morning, the third day. 
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And God said, "Let there be lights in the dome of the sky to separate the day from the night; and 
let them be for signs and for seasons and for days and years, and let them be lights in the dome 
of the sky to give light upon the earth." And it was so. God made the two great lights--the greater 
light to rule the day and the lesser light to rule the night--and the stars. God set them in the 
dome of the sky to give light upon the earth, to rule over the day and over the night, and to 
separate the light from the darkness. And God saw that it was good. And there was evening and 
there was morning, the fourth day. 

And God said, "Let the waters bring forth swarms of living creatures, and let birds fly above the 
earth across the dome of the sky." So God created the great sea monsters and every living 
creature that moves, of every kind, with which the waters swarm, and every winged bird of every 
kind. And God saw that it was good. God blessed them, saying, "Be fruitful and multiply and fill 
the waters in the seas, and let birds multiply on the earth." And there was evening and there was 
morning, the fifth day. 

And God said, "Let the earth bring forth living creatures of every kind: cattle and creeping 
things and wild animals of the earth of every kind." And it was so. God made the wild animals of 
the earth of every kind, and the cattle of every kind, and everything that creeps upon the ground 
of every kind. And God saw that it was good. 

Then God said, "Let us make humankind in our image, according to our likeness; and let them 
have dominion over the fish of the sea, and over the birds of the air, and over the cattle, and over 
all the wild animals of the earth, and over every creeping thing that creeps upon the earth." 

So God created humankind in his image, in the image of God he created them; male and female 
he created them. 

God blessed them, and God said to them, "Be fruitful and multiply, and fill the earth and subdue 
it; and have dominion over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the air and over every living 
thing that moves upon the earth." God said, "See, I have given you every plant yielding seed that 
is upon the face of all the earth, and every tree with seed in its fruit; you shall have them for 
food. And to every beast of the earth, and to every bird of the air, and to everything that creeps 
on the earth, everything that has the breath of life, I have given every green plant for food." And 
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it was so. God saw everything that he had made, and indeed, it was very good. And there was 
evening and there was morning, the sixth day. 

Thus the heavens and the earth were finished, and all their multitude. And on the seventh day 
God finished the work that he had done, and he rested on the seventh day from all the work that 
he had done. So God blessed the seventh day and hallowed it, because on it God rested from all 
the work that he had done in creation. These are the generations of the heavens and the earth 
when they were created. 

The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.  

Psalm 114 

Hallelujah! When Israel came out of Egypt, * 
the house of Jacob from a people of strange speech, 

Judah became God's sanctuary * 
and Israel his dominion. 

The sea beheld it and fled; * 
Jordan turned and went back. 

The mountains skipped like rams, * 
and the little hills like young sheep. 

What ailed you, O sea, that you fled? * 
O Jordan, that you turned back? 

You mountains, that you skipped like rams? * 
you little hills like young sheep? 

Tremble, O earth, at the presence of the Lord, * 
at the presence of the God of Jacob, 

Who turned the hard rock into a pool of water * 
and flint-stone into a flowing spring. 
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Second Lesson Romans 6:3-11 

Let the same mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus, who, though he was in the form of God, 
did not regard equality with God as something to be exploited, but emptied himself, taking the 
form of a slave, being born in human likeness. And being found in human form, he humbled 
himself and became obedient to the point of death—even death on a cross.  

Therefore God also highly exalted him and gave him the name that is above every name, so that 
at the name of Jesus every knee should bend, in heaven and on earth and under the earth, and 
every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father. 

The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.  

* Sequence “He Is Risen”          Hymnal #180 

* Holy Gospel Matthew 28:1-10 

Celebrant The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ, according to Matthew 
People Glory to you, Lord Christ. 

After the sabbath, as the first day of the week was dawning, Mary Magdalene and the other Mary 
went to see the tomb. And suddenly there was a great earthquake; for an angel of the Lord, 
descending from heaven, came and rolled back the stone and sat on it. His appearance was like 
lightning, and his clothing white as snow. For fear of him the guards shook and became like 
dead men. But the angel said to the women, "Do not be afraid; I know that you are looking for 
Jesus who was crucified. He is not here; for he has been raised, as he said. Come, see the place 
where he lay. Then go quickly and tell his disciples, `He has been raised from the dead, and 
indeed he is going ahead of you to Galilee; there you will see him.' This is my message for you." 
So they left the tomb quickly with fear and great joy, and ran to tell his disciples. Suddenly Jesus 
met them and said, "Greetings!" And they came to him, took hold of his feet, and worshiped 
him. Then Jesus said to them, "Do not be afraid; go and tell my brothers to go to Galilee; there 
they will see me. 

Celebrant The Gospel of the Lord 
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People Praise to you, Lord Christ. 

Sermon  The Rev. Ryan Wiksell 

* The Nicene Creed BCP p. 358  

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that 
is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the 
Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, 
of one Being with the Father. Through him all things were made. For us and for our 
salvation he came down from heaven: by the power of the Holy Spirit he became 
incarnate from the Virgin Mary, and was made man. For our sake he was crucified 
under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose again 
in accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right 
hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his 
kingdom will have no end.   

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father 
and the Son. With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. He has spoken 
through the Prophets. We believe in one holy catholic1 and apostolic Church.  We 
acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.  We look for the resurrection of 
the dead, and the life of the world to come.  Amen. 

* Prayers of the People Form III, BCP p. 387  

Intercessor: Father, we pray for your holy Church 

 

1 In this context, “catholic” means “universal” referring to the global church. 
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People: That we all may be one. 

Grant that every member of the Church may truly and humbly serve you. 
That your name may be glorified by all people. 

We pray for all bishops, priests and deacons. 
That they may be faithful ministers of your Word and Sacraments. 
We pray for all who govern and hold authority in the nations of the world; 
That there may be justice and peace on the earth. 

Give us grace to do your will in all that we undertake; 
That our works may find favor in your sight. 

Have compassion on those who suffer from any grief or trouble; 
That they may be delivered from their distress. 

Give to the departed eternal rest; 
Let light perpetual shine upon them. 

We praise you for your saints who have entered into joy; 
May we also come to share in your heavenly kingdom. 

Let us pray for our own needs and those of others. [The people may add their petitions]  

Celebrant: Almighty God, by your Holy Spirit you have made us one with your saints in 
heaven and on earth: Grant that in our earthly pilgrimage we may always be supported 
by this fellowship of love and prayer, and know ourselves to be surrounded by their 
witness to your power and mercy. We ask this for the sake of Jesus Christ, in whom all 
our intercessions are acceptable through the Spirit, and who lives and reigns for ever 
and ever. Amen. 

* The Peace 

Officiant The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
People And also with you. 
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Welcome & Announcements 

The Holy Communion 

Offertory      “I’ll Fly Away / Just a Closer Walk with Thee / Amazing Grace”          Rick Cole 

* The Presentation “There Is a Redeemer (refrain)”          Green

 

* The Great Thanksgiving  Eucharistic Prayer A 
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Celebrant: It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks 
to you, Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth. 

But chiefly are we bound to praise you for the glorious resurrection of your Son Jesus 
Christ our Lord; for he is the true Paschal Lamb, who was sacrificed for us, and has 
taken away the sin of the world. By his death he has destroyed death, and by his rising to 
life again he has won for us everlasting life. 

Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the 
company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name, 
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* Sanctus              “Holy, Holy, Holy Lord”          Belmont

 

Celebrant: Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us for yourself; and, 
when we had fallen into sin and become subject to evil and death, you, in your mercy, 
sent Jesus Christ, your only and eternal Son, to share our human nature, to live and die 
as one of us, to reconcile us to you, the God and Father of all. He stretched out his arms 
upon the cross, and offered himself in obedience to your will, a perfect sacrifice for the 
whole world. 
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On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Lord Jesus Christ took 
bread; and when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and 
said, “Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of 
me.” 

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, 
and said, “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed 
for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the 
remembrance of me.” 

Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith: 

All: Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 

Celebrant: We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in this sacrifice of 
praise and thanksgiving. Recalling his death, resurrection, and ascension, we offer you 
these gifts. Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body and Blood 
of your Son, the holy food and drink of new and unending life in him. Sanctify us also 
that we may faithfully receive this holy Sacrament, and serve you in unity, constancy, 
and peace; and at the last day bring us with all your saints into the joy of your eternal 
kingdom. 

All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ. By him, and with him, and in him, in the 
unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever. 

All: AMEN. 

* The Lord’s Prayer  BCP p. 364 

Celebrant: And now, as our Savior Christ hath taught us, we now sing, 
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* The Breaking of the Bread   

Celebrant Alleluia! Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us; 

People Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia! 

Celebrant The Gifts of God for the people of God. Take them in remembrance that 
Christ died for you, and feed on him in your hearts by faith, with 
thanksgiving. 
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Communion Notes: Communion is offered in two kinds: bread and wine. 
One may receive the bread alone, dip it into the wine, or drink from the 
chalice after consuming the bread. Sealed, pre-packaged containers of 
bread and wine are available. Gluten-free bread may be requested by 
crossing one’s hands palms-down. All manners of reception are valid, and 
all are welcome to come forward to receive Communion or a blessing. 

Communion Hymn “At the Lamb’s High Feast”          Hymnal #174 

* Post-Communion Prayer & Blessing BCP p. 366 

Celebrant: Let us pray. 

All: Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as living members of 
your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, and you have fed us with spiritual food in the 
Sacrament of his Body and Blood. Send us now into the world in peace, and grant us 
strength and courage to love and serve you with gladness and singleness of heart; 
through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

* Closing Hymn “Christ is Alive”          Hymnal #167 

* Dismissal  

Celebrant Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. Alleluia, alleluia! 
People Thanks be to God. Alleluia, alleluia! 

Postlude “This Little Light of Mine”          Rick Cole 

 
Thank you for worshipping with us! Make to join us for refreshments in the Parish 
Hall, or if you have little ones, come outside for the Easter Egg Hunt! 
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Music Copyrights 

“Blessed Be”, “Great Thanksgiving”, “Sanctus”. Michael Belmont © 1995, Soli Deo Gloria Music 
“Glory to God”. Robert Powell. 
“Thank You, O My Father”. Melody Green © 1982, Ears to Hear Music. Capitol CMG Publishing 
“Lord’s Prayer”. Betty Pulkingham. © 1973, GIA Publications. 
CCLI License 478600. OneLicense.net 603831 
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